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Preregistration as a strategy 
to increase credibility
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OSC (2015)

Credibility revolution

Open science

Preregistration of 
studies

Credibility crisis
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Advantages of preregistration

• Increases transparency
• Decreases QRPs
• Allows for a clear differentiation of confirmatory and 

exploratory analyses
• Can serve as a plan to adhere to during study 

administration
• Helps gather feedback by others and supports 

collaboration
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Adoption of preregistration in psychology
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Christensen et al. (2019)

Hardwicke et al. (2020)



Open Science and Preregistration: a multidisciplinary view - Lisa Spitzer (ZPID) 19.11.2020 5

How to create a preregistration?

A lot of options!

Templates PlatformsFormats
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Templates

Preregistration for Quantitative 

Research in Psychology Template

• T Title and Title Page
• A Abstract
• I Introduction
• M Method
• AP Analysis Plan
• O Other Information (optional)
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Formats

• Word/Google Doc
• Excel/Google Spreadsheet (table format)
• Online form
• RMarkdown
• Jupyter Notebook
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prereg {prereg}

R Markdown Templates to 
Preregister Scientific 
Studies
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Formats
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Preregistration for Quantitative Research 
in Psychology Template

Google 
Doc

Jupyter 
Notebook

Google 
Form

R Markdown 
(coming soon)

Google 
Spreadsheet
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Using the Template as 
Google Form 
(provided by PreReg)
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ms_RMu2MjMa7I6OlmMpXUVrI79px5SFv/preview
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The formatted PDF is 
then sent to you via 
email
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Platforms:
PreReg in Psychology
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prereg-psych.org

• Repository Track
• Archived in PsychArchives
• Timestamped
• Assigned a DOI
• Certified by the ZPID

• Lab Track
• Protocol is reviewed by external 

reviewers
• Successful applications are awarded 

a free-of-charge data collection by 
ZPID’s service PsychLab (online or 
offline)



Open Science and Preregistration: a multidisciplinary view - Lisa Spitzer (ZPID) 19.11.2020

You can then easily 
submit the 
preregistration on 
PreReg (demo)
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Hl8Q-plETuiO8nm5XPf3spVnbftS2VyB/preview
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Links

• ZPID: leibniz-psychology.org

• Preregistration for Quantitative Research in Psychology Template:
• Google Spreadsheet 
• Google Doc
• Google Form
• Jupyter Notebook
• Webcast

• PreReg in Psychology: prereg-psych.org

• Slides are available on PsychArchives
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https://www.leibniz-psychology.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vlp5GN-HXrtrjCdjE28f_3tT6RiwhQO2vVeOZGOaFsQ/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rl6SxKvtOF_uIjltAMNaPQBkIepq87_SUSZqJ7EQFJc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2Ey7mveKDdFHSYOrDifKo6uVA5rfEq7GorBrX9SY2pU6Ycg/viewform
https://www.psycharchives.org/handle/20.500.12034/3931
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/2754090/9F667CCA5538ACC00211491FE85886CC?mode=login&email=ls@leibniz-psychology.org
https://prereg-psych.org/index.php/rrp
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Thank you!

Do you have any questions?

      ls@leibniz-psychology.org

      @lspitzer95
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